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Workers Ride | 


planes the last week in May and the a ) 
“fest Members of the Nat ational 
week | bor Union dug down into their 
whe 4c the packing plant | | week’s time to aid in the fight the 


| | American Federation of Labor is 

on the big. Seabrook Farms in making to prevent the enactment of 
Bridgeton, New Jersey, during the 7 |the infamous Hartley-Taft labor 
summer months. They will be rep-| _|slavery law. President Mitchell 

- resented by. Local-56 of the Meat, ae _ [called on each local to raise some 
Cannery and Farm Workers Union os money from their members. 
whose district office is in the Stanley The time was short and local of- 
Building in Bridgeton. 


‘ficers made house-to-house can- 
The young women are students in |. 


= vasses, raising money, getting peti- 
_a number of Negro colleges through- tions signed, and urging members to - 
out the South. Officials of the col-| ° © Ad’ write Mr. Truman to ask him to veto 

leges cooperated with the Union in \\ (“Oe i the bill. | 

arranging the transportation by} Bac 

plane. This is the fourth season that Goes Mule 


_ the student workers have been sent 
ne to New Jersey for work during sum- 
| mer vacation: A large number of 
girls who have gone to work during}; 
the summer of 1947 are experienced |: 
workers who had gone to New|. 


To Aid A.F. of L. 


W. E. Jones, President of Local No. | 
= 77 near Columbus, Miss., wrote the 
office, “TI travelled mule back to 
raise $20 and our Secretary is mail- 


y | ing it to you. I am a union man from 

Jersey by plane Jest year. 3 “rs 4 my head to my heels.” 
| < |A.F. of L. Actors, Writers 


— Musicians On Air 
‘Life Leader 44 T-H E U Oo | F O EV | Meanwhile, 7 million other mem- 


E ” bers of the American Federation of 

ae Writing for a number of church| Union Label Trades Department — _ |mew kind of slavery for working 

oe _ newspapers in an article approved by| A r F. J ti o f L } people. Radio listeners were given 
‘the Catholic Rural Life Conference,;- = 


2 treat by big name radio, screen, 


Father A. J. Adams has the following Just as our forefathers cried out, ‘The union forever,” so ry 
|» to say about the National Farm La-| wit organized workers continue to form labor unions; fight for their rights; dave 
E Ss bor Union: j and grow stronger in the battle. Persecution never stopped any .worthy | pousewives listening to the radio 

- “One of the most heartening move- movement for a great cause. It will not wipe out the trade union because | 


were surprised to hear an announce- 
ments in favor of the family farmer | it is the most humane cause on earth.. Workers, like our forebearers, realize} ment at the beginning and end of 
is the recent systematized organiza-| “in union there is strength!” | 


2 the programs saying, “We are mem- 
tion of rural labor under the affilia- labor-baiti will) mot eatin 
the of These Anti-union lobbyists an ing po guish | bers: of ‘the American Federation of 


| i the flame of f liberty’ s torch. Under our Constitution they cannot deprive us| Labor. Write the President—tell him 
the U. S. some 3 million rural work- of our rights as American citizens. If they do, the right to organize will be|to veto the Hartley-Taft anti-labor 
— restored eventually by the courts or at the ballot box. bill unless you want your husband’s 
- able. Thi caahaak part of these la- | On July 4, 1776, thirteen colonies formed a union; threw off the yoke|pay cyt.” Newspaper readers saw 
: ae seu cmb part-time by| of tyranny; and gained ‘their political independence. It was the birthday of full page ads in their papers saying, 
‘I~ huge corporations and industrial| Ur republic. In 1881, workers who had organized trade unions for various Hse Be A Nam = Bd sia gl 
farmers at a wage that averages in| crafts followed the same principle to obtain economic freedom. They formed 
some places, less ‘than a dollar aj the American Federation of. Labor, which has been the most effective or- k livi 
day. . ganization of all times to obtain higher standards for wage earners. The 
“Ig can be spirit of 16 will march on and win new victories for American laws wan 

a tiving | | J[n-order to obtain their new goal representatives of unions bargained by ta 

~~ -~wage, corporation farming will lose| collectively with fair employers. However, in order to maintain their jobs, press, the “Slave Labor” bill had not 
io much of its false appearance of effici- | wages, and. working conditions, it is necessary for members of unions and | heen passed. However, the American 
-ency. The resulting effects may be| their families, as consumers, to spend their union-earned money with firms Federation of Labor has announced 
either a decline in the corporation| that Camlay the Union Label, Shop Card, and Service Button. ‘thet the fight will go on in the law 
farming system, making possible a courts and at the ballot box to keep 


shi ? merican wor r 
mere widespread family ownership ‘Lisen Mr. President | British Labor Gov't. A king people. from be 


_ of the land; or an increase in the Sponsors Organization coming slaves to corporate wealth. 


price small ‘farmers wil receive for 
TE) President Truman: Of Unions In Africa__| Ala. Geverner Taks 
due to....the National Farm Labor from me. Lisen, we don’t want no} The most significant thing in the For Farm Wor kers 


movement to bring this about . - - Just a few lines to let you hear| 
Union. and the A. F: of L....Now it 


. Please don’t sign the anti-| British Empire, according to the La- 
can be hoped that’ the “way is open slavery - 


bor Commissioner of West Africa, I.| Governor “Big Jim” Folsom had 
: toward a day when human rights | labor ball. info law. Jim J ackson G. Jones, is the program sponsored something to say recently about farm 
take precedence over property rights, env President: by the Labor Government in England | People in his state when he made an 
we Please refuse to sign the anti-labor| to build trade unions in Africa. at the University in Tusca- 
ane. tne, oF bill into law. We do not want this| The program was started in 1941 gai “Big Jim.” 
Mave laborers anti-labor bill passed. I believe in| When the Labor Party forced the ig Jim,” “The only differ 
7, unions. I am a member of the A. F. | Churchill government to send aj ence between being a tenant farmer 
F ood And Clothing oft Is. group of English trade union leaders|1® rags and an industrial worker — 
| edkeatie «cure to Africa. According to reports, there making $75 a week, is opportunity. 
At All Time High Bl are now 19 unions containing more} We've got a lot of farm women ‘in 
than 15,000 members in Africa where} Alabama who work themselves to 
According to ‘the U. S. Department Dear President: none existed before the war. death at an early age. They need to 


_ of Labor, the prices now charged for| Please don’t sign the anti-labor 
-- food and clothing have reached an bill. I believe in unions -and is u|members of the National Farm La- 


know how to get a washing machine, 
Those who have the opportunity for 


all time high in the United States. ine A: Fo | bor Union to President Truman. They] leadership must know more- about 
Prices are 58 per cent higher than in| | _. Please oblige - are a few among the hundreds that talking to people. Americans have 
. August, 1939 and 20 per cent higher Percy Ealen were written by our members to pro-| got more sense than they have edu-' 


than in 1946, A The above were written by! test pending anti-labor legislation. ‘eation,” 
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Press 


Union 
Low-Wage Farm Labor 


‘The move of some El Paso area 
farmers to bring in thousands of 
Mexican farm laborers to work in the 


_ upper and lower valleys at less than 


the prevailing rate for farm labor 
collided head-on this week with de- 
termination of union officials to pro- 
tect American labor standards. 

El Paso Cotton Growers Associa- 


tion had applied to federal officials 


for importation of between 4,000 and 


“5,000 alien farm workers for use in 


producing the 1947 crop. The ap- 
plication was filed by Ord Gary, ot 
the cotton farmers group. Gary also 
is a county commissioner. 

George F. Webber, ex-council 
member, challenged the proposal to 


import laborers after the: United 


States immigration officials referred 
Gary’s application to him, Webber 
pointed out first, that such alien la- 


bor would supplant American me- 


chanics employed on farms, and 


second, that plenty of farm workers 


could be supplied to meet the de- 
mand in the area provided - the 


farmers meet the 60 cents per hour 
prevailing wage. The cotton associ-| 


ation’s application proposed a wage 
scale of only 32 cents per hour. It 
also claimed that there was a short- 
age of farm labor in the area. 
Federal action on the application 


femained in doubt following Web- , 


ber’s strong 


Citrus Workers Told . 
Wage Cuts On Way > 


J. L. Rhodes, Assistant Southern 
Director of the American Federation 
of Labor, addressed a conference of 
citrus workers in Auburndale, Flor- 


ida on May 18th., and warned the} 
local leaders that plans were under-} 


way to reduce wages to a 25¢ an 
hour level throughout the citrus in- 
dustry. 


L. S. Warnock, President of Local 
201 and representative of the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union, called on 
all fruit pickers and grove workers 
in Florida to join the NFLU and to 
prepare to maintain their wage 
standards during the coming season. 


Foundation Drops 


Lowden Plantation 


The Farm Foundation recently an- 
nounced that it was dropping plans 
to maintain the Lowden plantation 
near Gould, Arkansas. According to 
to Dr. Acreman, Director of the 
Farm Foundation, the Johnson grass, 
seepage of water from the Arkansas 
River, and the lack of equipment, 
‘made it impossible to develop the 
project along the lines of Governor 
Lowden’s will. The project was to 


have operated in the interests of 


farm..tenants and sharecroppers to 
enab?e them to. small farm 
owners. 


How To Get Your Copy 


Of Farm Labor News 


The FARM LABOR NEWS is being 
sent to all paid up members of the 
Unicon. Any paid up member who is 


not receiving the FARM LABOR 


NEWS each month, should write to 
the office giving his name and full 
address. Non-members who want to 
get the FARM LABOR NEWS must 
subscribe. The rate is 25¢ a year. 
Stamps, money order, or cash may 
be sent to the FARM LABOR NEWS, 
Box 443, Memphis 1, Tennessee. Tell 
us the place where you get your mail. 
Give route number, box number, 
town, and state. 


Up 


\ A new local ‘was set up. in. Florida 

during the month of May’by Brothe 

L. S. Warnock. The Osceola County 
Local at Kissimmee, Fla., was grant- 
ed a charter by the National Farm 
Labor Union on May 14th. The ‘fol- 
lowing were elected as officers: Jacob 


President; Andrew Brunner, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. | 


Local number 215 which was or= 


mento, Calif., was chartered on May 
22nd. 


~ Local Number 213 was. granted a 
charter on May 12th. This local at 
Fresno, California, was organized un- 
der the auspices of the Farm Labor 
Union Organizing Committee which: 
‘was set up sometime ago by the Cen-. 
‘ tral Labor Council. The charter was. 


eee | granted to 75 paid up members. 
America’s s F orgotten People 


The U. S. Department of Labor has just released an official report on - Farnest Jones, one of the found- 
migratory labor. Prepared under.the direction of Major General Graves B. ers of the Southern Tenant Farm- 
Erskine, U. S. Marine Corps, hero of Iwo Jima, the: “ne terms. — ers Union at Cotton Plant, Arkan- 
farm laborers—“America’ s Forgotten People of 1947.” ee sas, passed away recently at the 


General Erskine declared that “Through community and state neglect, age of 55. He is survived by his 
migrant laborers have been robbed of so many normal and human se a wife and seven children. He was 
that it is almost unbelievable.” an active member of the ee 


It is estimated that there are upwikide of 5 million people who are sec- of Christ. 
ond class citizens deprived of the normal rights accorded other Americans. Earnest Jones was Secretary of 


The report issued by the — Corps eee ves recommends the follow- 


ing legislation: © geant at arms at several Union 
1. To abolish child labor i in industry and agrieutiore. conventions. He was unable to at- 


2. The establishment of minimum wage and hour laws aT EE ‘the Fed-. tend the Washington convention 


Union Member Dies 


over ten years. He served as ser- 


eral Fair Labor Standards Act, applicable to all workers including farm this year but it was the first one 


he had missed since he joined me 


] 
abor Union in the early days. , 
3. Licensing and regulation of migrant labor camps by state authorities. Brother Jones owned his own 


4. Regulation of labor contractors by federal and state laws. home and rented land on which 


5. The extension of the Interstate Commerce Act to cover transporta- he farmed every year up’ until 
tion of labor across state lines, and the regulation of labor shipments within £47, He was & loyal Union Sane: 


each state. ber and was highly respected by 
all who knew him. — 
6. Extension of workmen’s. compensation to agricultural workers and 
others. 


Mexico Protests 
Extension of social all worker's not now covétred.' Provid- rot 
ing Reece rene insurance, Old age and survivors insurance, and public Treatme nt Of Labor 3 
assistance to migrant workers. 

8. Removal of all residence requirements by state governments which On Farms In U.S A. 


deny health, education, welfare, and recreation services to migrant workers. The government of Mexico is ap- 

a Grants to be made by the federal government for better housing,| parently waking up to exploitation 
health, educatign, and welfare services for migratory workers. of their citizens on farms in the 

The report contains model legislation for adoption by states.to revdlate United States, according to newspa-_ 
labor camps and also analyze’current laws affecting industrial workers but| per reports. Mexican officials claim 
generally denying benefits to all agricultural labor. that this exploitation is caused by 
Mexican workers being lured into 


| d other bord tates b 
Labor Wanted During Late Summer tales of high wages. Many of the 


Members of the National Farm Labor Union in the South will nae a|night, escaping the border patrol. 
chance to get some extra work this year during the tomato season in New| They are hungry. and penniless so 
Jersey and other eastern states. Several hundred workers, both men and| they apply to the nearest farms or. 
women, will be sent out of the South by the Union the last of July :and in ranches for jobs, . 


August. “Millionaire .farmers” pay. them, 


the Jones Hill Local No. 38 for 


Bowie, President; Will Henry, Vice ” 


ganized by H. A. Rahim at Sacra-" 


Mexican workers cross the border at “ 3 


Most of the workers will be needed -in the canning plants at ‘Swedes- 20¢ an hour, sell them food and - 


boro, Salem, and Bridgeton. The men and women will work in ¢anneries|C!thing at outrageous prices and 
under union contract and will receive transfers from the Nationaf“Farm| ‘reaten to call the law and have 
Labor Union to the Meat and Cannery Workers Union. Railway ‘farés’ will them sent back to Mexico if the 
be advanced by the companies. The fare will be deducted from: wages workers protest.the treatment they 
earned, during a period of four weeks. The return fare home will blso be are receiving. According to the re- 


at the workers’ expense. —. ports from Mexico: City, there have ~ 


been a number of cases where the 
millionaire fruit, vegetable, and cot- 
ton growers have exploited the “wet- 


A special group of Union members will also. be given ecnpibyitiant 
during: August and September as tomato pickers on farms in Pennsylvania. 
Members oftthe Union who want Jobs this Si | ner ‘should. fill out the ap- 
plication blank below and imail ‘it in early, TI hey Ww then. be notified when | when the.crop is harvested, and then . 
jobs are open. All workers-* ve to' get a health card before being sent | when; the. work, ig ,done, the growers 
on a job. Blood tests will be made free by the county health doctor. Get|called the immigration authorities 
yours early if you want to go out oh a job this summer. Mail your applica-|and had the Mexicans arrested for 
tion to: Box 443, Memphis 1,Tenn. — : being in the United States illegally. 


My name is 


: My age is-———— yrs. having to pay any wages. «| 
oO 


My address is 


ROUTE NUMBER \eox NUMBER TOWN STATE 


Pass Your Farm News 


I am a member of Local No. Located at | | | | 
On To Your Neighbors. Let 
My dues are paid up until - Iam white—— colored | 

I will be ready for a job about | vas I will work until —____ Union Is Doing For Its 
want to work in a factory wre work—— { Members 
i 


backs” by promising to pay them > 


In such cases, they would thus avoid - 


> 
‘ 
: 
| 
| | 


Congress Faces 
Agrarian Ste Storm 


Jurie, 1947... 


@ FARM LABOR. NEWS 2. 


By, BENJAMIN HASKEL 
Director Of 
Research And Publicity 


A few months ago, this column] 


called: attention to. the dangers facing 


Southern labor, industry and Gov-| 


ernment as a result of the threatened 


elimination of a few million agricul-| 


tural ‘workers from the farms of ‘the 


South in the next few years because| 


of the growing use of new agricul- 
tural machinery in cotton, sugar and 
rice cultivation. Congress is now 


a showing signs of awakening to this| 
_ serious problem. It is planning to try 


to brace itself and the rest of us 


'. against the severities of the impend- 


ing shock: by means of a bill for the 


_“Tndustrialization @f Under- - De- 


veloped Areas”’. 


Among the prime movers. behind 
this bill are Representative Brooks 


_ Hays, of Arkansas, and Senator Ralph’ 


E. Flanders, of Vermont. 
They propose to have three key 


government departments—Com-|. 


merce, Agriculture and Labor—make 


a basic, joint, two-year study of the] 


problems involved in helping under- 


developed areas like the South to de-|_ 
velop new industries, to provide jobs| 
for workers displaced by the new ma-| 
chines from the farms, to raise stand-| 


ards of living in these areas, and to 
encourage and help new small busi- 


ness enterprises in areas threatened 


with decline because of the displace- 


ment of millions of people by ma} 
chinery from the farms. 


Moving in the Right Direction. 
Under. this bill, the Secretary of 


‘Labor is to. study the possibility of 


employment of people involved, 
training workers fog industrial jobs, 
informing them of job opportunities 
and helping “in any necessary shift” 


to new employment. 


The bill put: into the Congressional 
hopper by Representative Hays and 


‘Senator Flanders is definitely slanted 


in the right direction. However, it 
fails short of what is needed to meet 


- this serious problem i in two Important 
respects. 


Time Is of the Essence . 
First, it provides for a two-year 

study of the subject. Unfortunately 

however, we probably do not have 


‘two years of grace for a study of this 


kind. The problem is not merely one 
wae is impending; it is already upon 
It is, therefore, certainly ques- 


| slanable: whether we can afford to 


expend two years in leisurely study 


of the problem without having the 
- menace break over our heads while 
we are sitting around investigating | 


the matter. We must act to meet the 


meriace even while we are studying 


various aspects of it. 
The labor aspects of the program | 


l involved in the proposed bill, as good 


as it is, falls short in dealing with the 


human costs of the ‘displacement of 
labor in \this new Agrarian Revolu- 
tion.* To 

ress cannot be dealt ‘with by anything |} 


sure, technological prog- 


as foolish as cursing the machine and 
preventing its use.’ However, we}. 
cannot permit this “progress” . to 
cause wholesale suffering’ to’ millions 
of our people without any national 
program of prevention, relief and re- 
habilitation. The National Congress, 
the individual States, and the local 
communities involved, should give 


serious consideration to the needs of 
' the people who will thus be affected 


and take action at once to give them 
all the necessary aid and protection 
during their transition fram agricul- 
tural to industrial employment and 
from, al to urban community, life. 
at Should Be Done 

It would, therefore, be well for the 

sponsors of the proposed bill, and for 


_ the whole Congress, to onsider seri- 
Ously the proposals 


4made last 


a 


MARCH or LABOR 


FARMERS GET 83% 
OF ALL FARM INCOME; 

TWO-THIRDS SHARE 

Yo. 


PERSONS IN “THE U.S. 
CANNOT READ oR: | 


THEONION LABEL IS ONE OF. 

| GUARDIANS OF OECENT 

STANDARDS FOR WORKERS. 
INSIST ON THIS UNION LABEL - 

_ INTHE NEXT Buy. 


Farin: Work 


In Full Swing 


Farm work, although delayed in 
some areas of the United States by 
bad weather early in the year, is 
about on ‘schedule now. Fruit and 
vegetable crops are maturing in Cali- 
fornia. Early crops, such as peas and 
asparagus, are about finished on the 
Atlantic coast. Farm workers ,in 
Florida are moving north. The citrus 
fruit work is almost at an end ex- 
cept for pruning “and spraying of 
trees. Strawberries are all picked in 
the South. | 


Cotton Chopping 
Under Way 


- Cotton chopping was underway in 


most ‘southern states on June Ist.} 


Wages being paid ranged from 15c to 


/50c an hour. Chopping wages were 


higher in southeast Missouri, where 
$5. 10 .was being paid in some areas. 


J anuary, in: ‘this column for just such 
protective legislation. Our recom- 
mendations include: 

(1. Dismissal wages. 

Extension of unemployment 
insurance coverage to_ agricultural 
workers and increasing the | amount 

(3) Retraining of displaced farm 
labor for other worly in the South or 
other regions. 

(4) Establishment of placement 
offices with trained personnel, and 
liaison with the labor, farm and in- 
dustry groups involved, to plan the 
movement of farm workers from the 
land to new jobs. 

(5)-Transportation allowances for 
the displaced people, closely tied in 
with the whole program of retrain- 
ing and re-employment. 

(6) Housing and other community 
aid to the displaced families in their 
new communities. 


war still working on farms. 


Workers In 
Other Countries 


The March bulletin of the Interna- 
tional Landworkers Federation states 
that there are hundreds of thousands 
of foreign farm workers in each 
country throughout Europe. Many of 
them are prisoners of war who have 
not been returned to their homes. 
Others are displaced persons who, for 
one reason or another, claim no coun- 
try as home. In France there are 
210,000 war prisoners working on 
farms. Belgium has offered to take 
20,000 displaced persons to work in 
both mining and farming. In Eng- 
land there are 130,000 prisoners of 
There 
are large numbers of Poles who re- 
fuse to return to their native land. In 
other countries, agreements are made 
by various governments ‘for the 
transfer of farm workers from one 
country to ‘another. 


The International Vaidworkers 
Federation states that there are hun- 
dreds of. thousands of foreign farm 
workers going from one country to 
another, however, the ILF takes the 
position that the transfer of workers 
from one: country to another must 
not endanger the wages and living 
standards of each country’s own 
workers: : It advocates that foreign 
workers imported into. a country 


‘shall be; paid the same:.wages. and 


work under, the same conditions as a 
native farm worker. It believes that 
all foreign workers transferred from 
one country to another should be- 
come a member of the trade union in 


|}the country where he is employed, 


and that foreign .workers should be 
welcomed as comrades or brothers 
since this will lead to better under- 
standing among ce throughout 
the world. 


The National Farm Saor Union, 
which is a member of the ILF, sub- 
scribes to this attitude. It opposes 
the powerful farm interests when 
they influence the government to re- 
cruit foreign workers to be brought 


inte the United States to be exploited 
and to undermine the wages and 


Lynch Case 


é 
2G 


Attorney General Tom Clark he: 
called for local judicial strength t 
combat injustice and declared tha: 
the Justice Department “may go int: 
court in the outrage in South Caro- 
lina where a local jury freed all tl - 
admitted participants in a lynching.” 
Ina speech at Topeka, Kansa’. 
Clark said, “So long as I am attorne 
general and there is any thread c 
daw to stand on, I shall try to see tha. 


justice is done to all our people. 
white or black.” | 


He mentioned the need for loca! 
strength to combat injustice and saic 
it was a matter of “grave concern tv 
me that the Federal Govérnment ics 
called upon so frequently to handle 
purely local or sectional matters— 
called upon by local governments. 
sometime, that are unwilling to carry 
out obligations to the people. 


“In the face of this, however, 
have caused the department to ai- 
tempt prosecution in local casc : 
where we had some facts and . 


| thread of law to ae on.” 


About Social "Security. 


If a worker dies insured under old- 
age and survivors insurance, his chil- 
dren, under 18 years of age, may be 


“ eligible for monthly child’s benefits. 


Under the old provision, benefits 
were suspended for a child between 
the ages of 16 and 18 for any month 
in which the child should have been 
in school and was not. Experience 
showed that most children who were 
not in school were either working 
or. could not attend school for gooc. 
reason. So Congress changed this 
provision in the Social Security Act. 


Under the new amendment, failur~ 
to attend school is eliminated as . 
reason for suspending’ a_ child’: 
monthly benefits. However, as in thc 
past, a child’s benefits will still be 
suspended for any month in which he © 
earns more than $14.99 on a job cov- 
ered under Social Security. 

For further information on old-age 
and survivors insurance, visit your 
local social security office, or write— _ 
Social Security Administration, 
Washington, D. 


Shake Up Due 
In Farm Bureau 


Edward Asbury O’Neal III, Na- 
tional President of the Farm Bureau 
Federation; is reported to be ready 
to resign his job at the Farm Bureau. 
convention next December, accord- 
ing to reports of farm papers. 

O’Neal-is now 71 years of age and 
plans to retire to his 1,900 acre plan- 
tation near Florence, Alabama. This — 
cotton planter has been the most suc- 

cessful lobbyist the big farmers have 
ever had in Washington. He has 
worked closely with the Chamber of 
Commerce and the National Associa- 


tion of Manufacturers, against: the : 


working people in industry and in. 
agriculture. | 
He once protested to the late Pres- 
ident Roosevelt that the building of 
farm worker houses with outdoor 


sanitary privies was communism. 


However, he is to retire to his palatial 
estate to live the rest of his life in 
comfort. 


According to published: reports, his . 
successor may be the president of the 
Iowa Farm Bureau, A. B. Kline. 


working standards of Americans. The 
National Farm Labor Union and its 
members are not opposed to the for :. 
eign farm worker. We believe that | 


he is a victim of circumstances, over . 
which he has little or. no control | 
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Send Delegates 


To Ark. Convention 


Over twenty delegates, represent- 
ing locals of the National Farm Labor 
Union, attended the 41st. annual con- 
vention of the Arkansas State Fede- 
ration of Labor at the Marion Hotel 
in Little Rock on May 27th., and 28th. 

President H. L. Mitchell addressed 
the convention on the opening day 


Saying, “To me this is a historic con- 


vention you are holding here in Lit- 
tle Rock. This is the first time that 
delegates from local unions of the 
National Farm Labor Union have 
been seated as delegates in a state 
convention since we became a part 
of the American Federation of 
Labor.”’ 

Mitchell also expressed the hope 
that by the time of the next con- 


vention of the Arkansas Federation, } 

all locals of the NFLU will be affili-| 
ated and have delegates present. He} 
~ called upon the Federation and other 


Arkansas affiliates of the A. F. of L. 
to aid in the organization of the esti- 


"mated 200,000 — workers in the 


state. 
President C. W. Mowery, on behalf 
of the Federation, extended a cordial 


welcome to the delegates from the 
Farm Labor Union. 


Resolutions sponsored by the Na-| 


‘tional Farm Labor Union delegates/ 
were adopted unanimously by the 
convention. These included a cam- 


paign to organize all farm labor in | 
Arkansas; amending the workmens | 
compensation act to include farm la- 
bor; strengthening the Arkansas 
State Labor Department to enable 
it to collect wages of sharecroppers 


_ and other farm workers; and support 


tor the Edmondson members’ suit 
against Harold Weaver. 
resolution called for an investigation 
of the failure of two successive gov- 
ernors of Arkansas to grant a pardon 
or parole to Tee Davis, union mem- 
ber imprisoned for defending his 


home against illegal entry by Harold| 
_ Weaver, acting as a deputy sheriff. 


Among the highlights of the con- 
vention was an address by Ed Wey- 
ler, Secretary of the Kentucky State 
Federation of Labor, who outlined 
a program of workers’ education for 
union members. 


Delegates to the convention also 
heard George L. Googe, Southern Di- 
rector for the A. F. of L., address the 
convention on the progress of the 
southern organizing. campaign. A 
banquet for all of the delegates was 
given at the hotel on the evening of 
the second day. Vice President Bet- 
ton was a delegate from his home 
local at Cotton Plant and attended 
all sessions. C. H. Bolden of Gould, 
represented the Delta District Coun- 
cil, and J. W. Stewart of Cotton 
Plant, represented the Central Dis- 
trict Council. Balem Wingfield, Sec- 
retary of the Edmondson Local, in- 
troduced the resolution on the Ed- 
mondson and Tee Davis cases. _ 


Another} 


Farm Labor 


The Farm Laber News is ge narrate, menthly 
by the Natienal Farm Labor U 


Publication office—i12 N. 
Montgomery, Ala. 
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The subscription rate is 25¢ per year. 3c 
per copy Bundle rates le per copy te agents. 
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National Farm Labor Union for its members 
and friends whe are subscribers. 

Entered as second class matter at Post 
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under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Address all communicttiens cencerning the 
Farm Laber News te: Bex 443,. Memphis 1, 


st. 


RERFO RIS 
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or “race’’? 


THE WAYWARD BUS 


into a peculiar expression. 


that we've got talking pictures. 


along. Nobody’d get through. 


ligions and races. 


“squareheads. 


By ELLIOTT CARLTON 


Labor Reports Columnist 
The bullets were making those whining sounds. 
. Up ahead, one of the guys said, “Hell, I’ll take mosquitoes anytime.” 
“You’ve got both, Bud, you’ve got both,” the guy in’back of him said. 
The first guy started to smile—but his facial muscles even suddenly 


He dropped without a word. 


ee 


Without a 


He could have hollored. He might even have said, “Pve been hit.” | 
That, at least, is the way they do it in the mcvies. It Proves, sort of, 


But he didn’t. 
He was going to be left for ond, 
That was how it was going to be. The outfit couldn’t be dragging him 


| 
So he gave up his life for them all. 


Sounds funny, new, doesn’t it? As if it couldn’t have begganed, 
But it did—and more than once. 


# 


Know why it sounds funny? 


Nowadays, very few guys are giving up ee! for others. bad don, 
Industry blows prices sky-high. 

Big business lobbies rig the income tax cut against the workingman, 
Polo ponies have a better chance of getting homes than human beings. 


Hate groups are making scapegoats out of guys who are of different re- 


is knocked for a loop. 
A Rankin or an Eastland can stop poll tax repeal. ed | 
G. I’s have become “dagoes, “micks, “sheenies, “niggers,” OF 


a * + € 
Those guys who 


Does St. Peter give them application blanks at the Pearly Gates? ) 
We wonder: And, THERE too, are three questions like —— —| 


? 


And how do they get to the Gates? In a Jim Crow bus? 


We don’t think so. 


wage collections. 


Farm Labor 


| Round-Up | 


The number of hired ‘workers. on 
farms increased during May. Ac- 
cording to the farm labor report of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
the increase is about normal for this 
season of the year. On May 2nd., 


the United States. Over 5,000 of 
these foreign workers were brought 
|in from May 2nd. to June Ist. By 


reaches its readers, there will prob- 
ably be 60,000 foreigners holding 
farm jobs belonging to American 
farm workers. — 


Porto Ricans Trans ited 
By Plane 


brought in by airplane by labor re- 
cruiters. There workers are Ameri- 


live on an over crowded island south 
of Florida. Living conditions in Por- 


‘to Rica are terrible and the wages 

on sugar plantations where they 
_| work are very low. Contracts under 
| which these workers are brought in 


provide for wage rates lower than 
the average paid other Americans. 


U. S. Labor Department 
Report 


prepared under the direction of Gen- 
eral Erskine, reveal that state labor 
laws applying to farm workers are 
practically non existent. The state of 
Ohio and the territory of Hawaii are 


its possessions to have laws providing 


for compulsory workmens’ compen- 
-}sation Iaws applying to agricultural 
|labor. In California, the employer of © 
farm workers may carry insurance if 


his payrell exceeds $500. Connecti-. 


compensation. In New Jersey and 
Vermont, employers of farm labor 


may, if they want to do so, insure 


their workers under the Workmens’ 
Compensation Laws. Eighteen states 


law applicable to. farm workers, 8nd 


| seventeen require payment of wages 


on regular pay days. An equal num- 
ber have laws providing state aid in 
Thirty five states 
and territories make some attempts 


‘to regulate private employment 
‘agencies. California, 


New Jersey, 
New York, and Pennsylvania, have 
laws regulating the operation of la- 


| bor camps. Eight states prohibit the | 
employment of children under 12, (in 
some cases under 14 years of age) in | 


paid farm work, outside school hours. 


Arkansas has a law prohibiting the — 


‘employment of children outside 
school hours and this law may also 
apply to agricultural work. Eleven 


| states clearly prohibit children under 


14-(or in some states, under 16) from 
working on farms. Nineteen other 
} states have laws.prohibiting child la- 
bor but such laws have not been 
clarified as to whether or not they 
apply to employment on farms. None 


4 


| to visit the office, come out Beale Ave., six blocks from Main St. 


| 


Notice To All Members 
OFFICE MOVED 


The offices of the National Farm Labor Union have been moved. We 
are now located at 583 Beale Ave., second floor. If you come to Memphis 


All mail should still be sent to Box 443, Memphis 1, Tennessee. 
The telephone number is 3-6 228 


from working on their parents’ own 


hired out to other farmers. 


A Job For The NFLU 
_ The extent to which these laws ap- 
plying to agricultural workers are 


It is one of the jobs of the mem 
iship to the National: Farm 
Union to see that the state laws are 


adopted, and enforced 


states. 


there were 27,446 foreign workers in 


‘the time the Farm Labor News 


In addition to foreign 
|thousands of Porto Ricans are being 


can citizens who speak Spanish and — 


| Facts and figures given by the re- 
port of the U. S. Labor Department, ~ 


the only ones in the -UsS. and > 


cut employers of 5 or more farm la-. 


borers may be covered by workmens’ 


and territories have a minimum wage _ 


of the state laws prohibit children 


enforced, is not given in the at ; 


farm. The laws apply only to those — 
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